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been bringing down detritus, from the upper heights, for uncounted ages, and this has formed broad, arable belts on either bank. These soil-deposits are permanent, for all practicable purposes, though subject to beneficial renewal by means of alluvial silt during heavy floods.
No such benign influences favour the mountaineer farmer. He has to wrestle with elemental forces that may cover acres of coffee under tons of debris, or skin the surface-soil from his carefully prepared gardens, and dump valuable alluvial deposits beyond the reach of even a baboon.
His only tools are the hoe or mattock, a reed basket, and an empty kerosene tin for carrying water, but these are wielded with skill and infinite perseverance.
It is not too much to say that, in the highlands of central Yamen, every accessible spot where crops will grow has been terraced and tilled for coffee, corn or garden produce. These terraces are faced with stone, and follow the contours of the hill, sometimes enclosing a mere strip some few feet wide, and sometimes an acre or so, according to the profile of the slope. Most of them were built centuries ago, and they are maintained and cultivated by constant toil and vigilance.
Let a mountain-rill but cut its way onto one of these terraced plots from above and, unless noticed and diverted, it may swell, in some sudden storm, to a torrent that will bring an acre or two down with it, into depths beyond the reach of man, or, worse still, deposit the lot onto some other farm. Then the question of ruined crops and ownership of the soil is thrashed out with bitter, and often bloody, feud. Legal procedure, whether Ottoman or Arab, tends to put responsibility where it should be—on the owner of the upper farm.

